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In	the	vastness	of	the	Furious	Fifties,	every	mile	covered	is	synonymous	with	a	fierce	duel	against	the	elements.	Indeed,
the	Pacific,	as	unpredictable	as	the	Indian	Ocean,	is	really	putting	Giancarlo	Pedote’s	determination	to	the	test	both
physically	and	mentally.	Amidst	the	frustration	caused	by	the	lack	of	breeze	over	recent	days	and	the	challenges	due	to
the	biting	cold,	the	daily	life	of	the	skipper	of	Prysmian	is	an	illustration	of	his	tireless	struggle	to	tame	the	forces	of
nature.

	

“The	air	is	pretty	dense	so	even	though	there	we	‘only’	have	25	knots,	we’re	getting	pushed	along	quite	hard.	You	really
get	the	sense	that	you’re	at	a	very	high	latitude	below	50°	South.	That	translates	as	a	bit	of	change	of	atmosphere	and
climate,	etc.”	explains	the	sailor,	who	is	clearly	focused	on	the	challenges	thrust	upon	him	by	this	dreaded	section	of
the	Southern	Ocean.	Sailing	below	the	Furious	Fifties	means	that	you	are	forced	to	contend	with	an	imposing	sea	and
icy	temperatures.	Such	conditions	are	far	from	just	a	physical	ordeal.	They	also	require	great	mental	resilience	and	a
flawless	strategy.	Not	everything	has	gone	that	smoothly	though	since	he	entered	the	Pacific	Ocean.	The	sailor	recalls	a
key	episode	from	recent	days,	where	the	lack	of	breeze	really	tested	his	patience:	“I	struggled	a	lot	in	the	light	airs.	I
was	just	twenty	miles	shy	of	Isabelle	Joschke.	When	the	breeze	completely	drops	away,	it’s	very	complicated.	You	end
up	having	to	grin	and	bear	the	situation,	totally	powerless	to	do	anything	about	it.”

A	biting	cold	gatecrashes	the	party

Fortunately,	conditions	changed	yesterday.	The	light	patch	which	made	life	so	difficult	is	now	behind	him.	“Today,
we’re	riding	the	back	of	a	depression.	We’re	going	to	have	to	gybe	soon	and	then	climb	north	and	continue	to	sail
towards	another	system,”	explained	the	Italian.	At	these	extreme	latitudes,	every	day	brings	its	share	of	challenges,
whether	it	be	related	to	optimising	the	trajectory	or	simply	facing	up	to	the	elements.	The	cold	is	also	a	sly	enemy.
“With	temperatures	plummeting,	staying	in	the	warm	becomes	an	absolute	priority.	We’re	experiencing	rather	chilly
temperatures.	We’re	beginning	to	see	10-12°	Celsius	in	the	living	space.	It’s	super	chilly.	You	really	feel	the	pinch	of	the
cold.	You	have	to	regularly	add	a	few	extra	layers	of	clothing	and	cover	up	well,”	confirmed	the	skipper	of	Prysmian,
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who	is	constantly	pushing	the	envelope	in	this	hostile	environment.	Though	the	ocean	is	calling	the	shots	as	ever,	the
sailor	is	continuing	on	his	journey	today	armed	with	courage	and	humility.

	

Prysmian:	Prysmian,	a	world	leader	in	the	power	cables,	energy	systems	and	telecommunications	industry,	is	a	key
driver	in	energy	transition	and	digital	transformation.	Through	its	extensive	geographical	coverage	and	its	vast	product
portfolio,	its	proven	experience	and	expertise	in	terms	of	technological	innovation,	together	with	its	solid	customer
base,	the	group	is	ideally	placed	to	consolidate	its	position	as	a	global	leader	and	win	over	new	expanding	markets.
Prysmian’s	strategy	is	fully	in	line	with	the	market’s	main	driving	forces	through	the	development	of	hardwearing,	high-
performance,	durable	and	innovative	cable	systems	for	segments	linked	to	Transmission,	Power	Grids,	Electrification
and	Digital	solutions.	Prysmian	is	a	public	company	listed	on	the	Italian	stock	exchange,	armed	with	nearly	150	years	of
experience	and	boasting	around	30,000	employees,	108	production	sites	and	26	research	and	development	centres
spanning	over	50	countries.	In	2023,	sales	were	in	excess	of	15.4	billion	euros.	www.prysmian.com

Electriciens	sans	frontières:	Since	1986,	Electriciens	sans	frontières,	an	NGO	geared	around	promoting	international
solidarity,	has	been	committed	to	combatting	inequality	with	regards	access	to	electricity	and	water	around	the	world.
Through	the	involvement	of	our	1,200	volunteers	and	our	partnerships	with	local	stakeholders	in	the	countries	in	which
we	operate	and	across	France,	we	are	championing	economic	and	human	development	by	using	renewable	energies.
www.electriciens-sans-frontieres.org
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