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Currently	lying	in	15th	place	in	the	provisional	Vendée	Globe	ranking,	the	skipper	of	Prysmian,	Giancarlo	Pedote,	is
about	to	tackle	the	last	2,000	miles	in	the	sprint	to	the	finish	in	Les	Sables-d’Olonne.	Expected	to	make	landfall	on
Monday	or	Tuesday,	the	Italian	sailor	is	preparing	to	round	off	what	has	been	an	intense	journey,	punctuated	by
technical	challenges,	strategic	choices	and	often	trying	weather	conditions.

Over	the	past	few	hours,	Giancarlo	has	been	navigating	his	way	through	a	particularly	fluky	zone	of	high	pressure,
where	the	light	winds	are	hampering	his	progress.	“It’s	all	about	keeping	the	boat	making	headway	as	best	you	can	but
nothing’s	easy	in	this	type	of	anticyclonic	situation.	Last	night,	I	had	to	traverse	some	big	patches	of	light	conditions,
which	was	particularly	heavy	going,”	admits	the	Florentine,	well	aware	of	the	importance	of	every	mile	covered.
Targeting	a	Top	15	position	on	the	finish	line,	he	weighs	up	the	challenge	presented	by	his	current	position.	“A	position
out	to	the	west	looks	more	favourable	and	I’m	over	to	the	east.	I	haven’t	managed	to	reposition	myself.	I’ve	had	to
contend	with	the	wind	I’ve	got	over	here	but	it	was	impossible	to	follow	the	same	strategy	as	those	ahead	of	me.	If	I’d
gybed,	I	would	have	been	zigzagging	in	the	wrong	direction,	which	wasn’t	a	good	option.”	Despite	these	constraints,	the
skipper	of	Prysmian	is	continuing	to	fight	as	ever	and	remains	focused	on	the	next	crucial	steps.
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Home	straight:	maximum	concentration
	
The	last	few	miles	promise	to	be	quick	thanks	to	a	depression	that	is	set	to	push	his	little	group	as	far	as	the	finish.
“We’ll	have	to	time	the	gybe	right	to	negotiate	the	Azores	biodiversity	protection	zone	as	best	we	can.	It	will	involve	a
bit	of	strategy	but	it’s	all	going	to	come	down	to	a	drag	race	essentially,”	he	explains.	Though	he’s	monitoring	the
weather	forecasts	for	the	end	of	the	course,	Giancarlo	prefers	to	stay	focused	on	the	here	and	now.	“I’m	not	really
thinking	about	the	finish	yet.	Right	now,	we’re	at	30°	North	and	we	still	need	to	get	up	to	40°	North	and	beyond.	I’m
staying	focused	on	the	present	moment	and	channelling	my	energy	to	where	it’s	needed.”	Naturally,	Giancarlo	Pedote	is
totally	committed	to	making	headway	and	is	giving	a	masterclass	in	unfailing	determination	in	the	process.	His
experience	and	his	concentration	will	be	precious	assets	as	he	takes	on	this	final	challenge	in	the	race	to	France’s
Vendée	region,	where	he	is	set	to	complete	his	circumnavigation	of	the	globe	after	what	has	been	a	demanding	and
intense	course.

https://presse.rivacom.fr/fr/download/1395/medias/116636/


Prysmian:	Prysmian,	a	world	leader	in	the	power	cables,	energy	systems	and	telecommunications	industry,	is	a	key
driver	in	energy	transition	and	digital	transformation.	Through	its	extensive	geographical	coverage	and	its	vast	product
portfolio,	its	proven	experience	and	expertise	in	terms	of	technological	innovation,	together	with	its	solid	customer
base,	the	group	is	ideally	placed	to	consolidate	its	position	as	a	global	leader	and	win	over	new	expanding	markets.
Prysmian’s	strategy	is	fully	in	line	with	the	market’s	main	driving	forces	through	the	development	of	hardwearing,	high-
performance,	durable	and	innovative	cable	systems	for	segments	linked	to	Transmission,	Power	Grids,	Electrification
and	Digital	solutions.	Prysmian	is	a	public	company	listed	on	the	Italian	stock	exchange,	armed	with	nearly	150	years	of
experience	and	boasting	around	30,000	employees,	108	production	sites	and	26	research	and	development	centres
spanning	over	50	countries.	In	2023,	sales	were	in	excess	of	15.4	billion	euros.	www.prysmian.com

Electriciens	sans	frontières:	Since	1986,	Electriciens	sans	frontières,	an	NGO	geared	around	promoting	international
solidarity,	has	been	committed	to	combatting	inequality	with	regards	access	to	electricity	and	water	around	the	world.
Through	the	involvement	of	our	1,200	volunteers	and	our	partnerships	with	local	stakeholders	in	the	countries	in	which
we	operate	and	across	France,	we	are	championing	economic	and	human	development	by	using	renewable	energies.
www.electriciens-sans-frontieres.org
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